Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend Claims 1, 2, 4 through 8, 10 through 12, and 14 through 27 to read, 
as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus having an image carrier, 
and a developing unit for forming an image by supplying a developer onto the image 
carrier, the apparatus comprising: 

a consumption amount detecting unit configured to detect an amount of consumed 
developer in a case where an amount of image formation using usage of the developing 
unit has reached a predetermined amount; [[and]] 

a control unit configured configure to transfer an image formed on the image carrier 
onto a transfer material or to perforai an adjustment operation of adhering the developer to 
the image carrier so as to consume the developer without transferring an image on the 
transfer material: and earner, 

a setting unit configured to set an amount of the developer consumed in the 
adjustment operation on the basis of the amount of consumed developer detected by said 
consumption amount detecting unit, 

wherein said control unit performs the adjustment operation based on the amount of 
the developer set by said setting unit, changes an am o unt of the developer to be adhe r ed to 
the image cairicr in accordance with the am o unt of the consumed developer d e tected by 
said consumption amount detecting means. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said setting 
cont r ol unit sets changes the amount of the developer consumed in the adjustment 
operation to be adhered to the image carrie r on the basis of the amount of the consumed 
developer detected by said consumption amount detecting unit means and a predetermined 
threshold value. 

3. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the predetermined 
threshold value corresponds to a characteristic of the developer. 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said setting 
cont r ol unit sets chang e s the amount of the developer consumed in the adjustment 
operation to b e adhered to the image earner in accordance with an environment in which 
[[of]] the developing unit operates, tmit 

5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said setting 
control unit sets changes the amount of the developer consumed in the adjustment 
operation to be adhe r ed to the image caii - icr in accordance with conditions in which the 
developing unit operates. 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said setting 
controi unit sets the amount of the developer consumed in the adjustment operation with 
respect to chang e s a driving time o f the developing unit in accordance with a color of the 
developer. 
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7. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus having an image carrier, 
and a developing unit for forming an image by supplying a developer onto the image 
carrier, the apparatus comprising: 

a consumption amount detecting unit configured to detect an amount of consumed 
developer in a case where an amount of image formation using usage of the developing 
unit has reached a predetermined amount; [[and]] 

a control unit configured to transfer an image formed on the image carrier onto a 
transfer material or to perform an adjustment operation of driving the developing unit 
without supplving the developer to the image carrier: and drive the developing unit, 

a setting unit configured to set a driving time period of the developing unit in the 
adjustment operation on the basis of the amount of consumed developer detected bv said 
consumption amount detecting unit. 

wherein said control unit performs the adjustment operation based on the driving 
time period of the developing unit set bv said setting unit, chang e s a driving time of the 
developing unit in accordanc e with the amount of the c o nsumed developer detected by said 
consumption amount det e cting unit. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said setting 
control unit sets changes the driving time period of the developing unit in the adjustment 
operation on the basis of the amount of the consumed developer detected by said 
consumption amount detecting unit and a predetermined threshold value. 
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9. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the predetermined 
threshold value corresponds to a characteristic of the developer. 

10. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said 
setting control unit sets changes the driving time period of the developing unit in 
accordance with an environment in which [[of]] the developing unit operates, tmit: 

11. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said 
setting control unit sets changes the driving time period of the developing unit in 
accordance with conditions in which the developing unit operates. 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said 
setting cont r ol unit sets changes the driving time period of the developing unit in 
accordance with a color of the developer. 

13. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the developing unit 
comprises a developer carrier which supphes the developer onto the image carrier, and said 
control unit drives the developer carrier. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of adjusting a developing unit in an image 
forming apparatus having an image carrier, and the developing unit for forming an image 
by supplying a developer onto the image carrier, the method comprising: 
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a consumption amount detection step of detecting an amount of consumed 
developer in a case where an amount of image formation using usage of the developing 
unit has reached a predetermined amount; [[and]] 

a control step of transferring an image formed on the image carrier onto a transfer 
material or performing an adjustment operation of adhering the developer to the image 
carrier so as to consume the developer without transferring an imaee on the transfer 
material: and 

a setting step of setting an amount of the developer consumed in the adjustment 
operation on the basis of the amount of consumed developer detected in said consumption 
amount detecting step, changing an amount of the developer to be adhered to the image 
can ' i c r, in accordance with the amount of consumed developer detected in said 
consumption amount detection step. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 14, wherein in said . 
setting step, control step further c o mprises a step of changing the amount of the developer 
consumed in the adjustment operation is set to be adhe r ed to the image canic r in 
accordance with an envirormient in which [[of]] the developing unit operates, mritr 

16. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 14, wherein in said 
setting step, control step further c o mprises a step o f changing the amount of the developer 
consumed in the adjustment operation is set to be adhered to the image earner in 
accordance with conditions in which the developing unit operates. 
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17. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 14, wherein in said 
setting step, control step further comprises a step of changing the amount of the developer 
consumed in the adjustment operation is set to be adhered to the image caii - icr in 
accordance with a color of the developer. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of adjusting a developing unit in an image 
forming apparatus having an image carrier, and the developing unit for forming an image 
by supplying a developer onto the image carrier, the method comprising: 

a consumption amount detection step of detecting an amount of consumed 
developer in a case where an amount of image formation using usage of the developing 
unit has reached a predetermined amount; [[and]] 

a control step of transferring an image formed on the image carrier onto a transfer 
material, or performing an adjustment operation of driving the developing unit without 
supplving the developer to the image carrier: and 

a setting step of setting a driving time period of the developing unit in the 
adjustment operation on the basis of the amount of consumed developer detected in said 
consumption amount detecting step, changing a driving time of the developing unit in 
accordance with the amount of the c o nsumed develop e r detected in said consumption 
amount detection step. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 18, wherein in said 
setting step, contr o l step further c o mprises a step of changing the driving time period of the 
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developing unit is set in accordance with an environment in which [[of]] the developing 
unit operates, tmit: 



20. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 18, wherein in said 
setting step, control step further comprises a step of changing the driving time period of the 
developing unit is set in accordance with conditions in which the developing unit operates. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 18, wherein in said 
setting step, control step fuilher comprises a step of changing the driving time period of the 
developing unit is set in accordance with a color of the developer. 

22. (Currently Amended) A developing unit detachable from an image forming 
apparatus, comprising a vessel containing a developer and a storage medium for storing 
information, 

wherein the information is used to control an adjustment operation in which the 
image forming apparatus consumes the developer without transferring an image onto a 
transfer material, storag e medium having a storage area for storing infomiation which 
concerns a chai - actcristic o f the developer, and by which a control unit of the image 
forming apparatus controls to adjust an amount of the developer in th e developing unit. 

23. (Currently Amended) The unit according to claim 22, wherein in the 
adjustment operation, the control is to adlier c a predetermined amount of the developer is 
adhered onto an image carrier on the basis of an amount of consumed developer detected 
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by a consumption amount detecting unit in a main body of the image fomiing apparatus 
and the infomiation stored in said storage medium, concerning the chai - actcristic of tiic 
d e vel ope r. 

24. (Currently Amended) A developing unit detachable from an image forming 
apparatus, comprising a vessel containing a developer and a storage medium for storing 
information. 

wherein the information is used to control an adjustment operation in which the 
image forming apparatus drives the developing unit without supplving the developer to an 
image carrier. The unit according to claim 22. further c o mprising a developer caiTicr for 
supplying the developer to an imag e cai T ie r , 

wh er ein the adjustment control is to driv e said developer earner on the basis of an 
amount of c o nsumed developer detected by a c o nsumption amount det e cting unit in a main 
body of the image forming apparatus and the infomiation concerning the characteristic of 
the developer. 

25. (Currently Amended) A storage medium provided in a developing unit 
usable with detachable fr o m an image forming apparatus, the apparatus and pr o vided in a 
developing unit having a vessel containing a developer, the medium comprising: 

a storage area for storing information concerning to a characteristic of the 
developer, wherein the information is to control an adjustment operation in which the 
image forming apparatus consumes the developer without transferring an image onto a 



. 12- 



transfer material aiid s o that a contr o l unit of the imaac forming appa r atus pcrfemis mi 
adjustment control of an amount of the d e veloper in th e developing unit. 

26. (Currently Amended) The medium according to claim 25, wherein in the 
adjustment operation, control is to adhere a predetermined amoxmt of the developer is 
adhered onto an image carrier on the basis of an amount of consumed developer detected 
by a consumption amount detecting unit in a main body of the image forming apparatus 
and the information concerning the characteristic of the developer, stored in said storage 
area. 

27. (Currently Amended) A storage medium provided in a developing unit 
usable with an image forming apparatus, the developing unit having a vessel containing a 
developer, the medium comprising: 

a storage area for storing information conceming to a characteristic of the 
developer, wherein the information is to control an adjustment operation in which the 
image forming apparatus drives the developing unit without supplving the developer to an 
image carrier. Th e medium according to claim 25, further comprising a dcv^clopcr caiTicr 
for supplying th e d e vel o p e r to an image caiiic r , 

wh e r e in th e adjustment control is to drive said developer carrier on the basis of an 
am o unt of consumed d e veloper detected by a dev e loper consumption amount detecting unit 
in a main body of the image forming apparatus and the information concerning the 
characteristic of the developer, stored in said storage area. 
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